
Tectonic shifts have been manifesting across the world at
multiple levels for years now: ecological, sociological, political,
technological, even theological and ethical. We’ve all felt them.
And, many of us are noticing the ways these massive changes
are messing with understandings and bonds we once thought
were solid. Relationships, institutions, and social dynamics we
once took for granted are no longer functioning the way they
“always used to.” It’s a profoundly exciting—and exhausting,
and in some ways terrifying—time to be human!

As Christians, these dynamics should not surprise us. After all,
they’re at the heart of our faith story: there is death, and
resurrection. God is endlessly at work doing new things—even
with the grave messes (both malicious and unwitting) human
beings make. If, like I, you find yourself periodically despairing,
I encourage you to join me in trying to make a regular exercise
of naming where you see God tenaciously at work, bringing
unimagined new shoots of creation in places fraught with death,
devastation, and/or senseless destruction.
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Dear Friends,

(From the Pastor- continued on p. 2)

“Last Days” Things are changing; things are starting to
spin, snap, fly off into the blue sleeve of the long
afternoon. Oh and ooh come whistling out of the
perished mouth of the grass, as things turn soft, boil
back into substance and hue. As everything, forgetting
its own enchantment, whispers: I too love oblivion why
not it is full of second chances. Now, hiss the bright
curls of the leaves. Now! booms the muscle of the wind.” 
~ Mary Oliver



(From the Pastor - continued from p. 1)
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FROM THE PASTOR CONT’D.

There are two books I commend to you to read (or
listen to; they’re both available as audiobooks) at
some point across this summer. The first is Brian
MacLaren’s Life After Doom: Wisdom and Courage
for a World Falling Apart (New York: St. Martin’s
Essentials, 2024). And the second was just published
in April, by Aziz Abu Sarah and Maoz Inon called
The Future Is Peace (New York: Crown, 2026). Both
books offer challenge and hope, sober reality and
sacred aspiration. And in different ways, they invite
us to consider our personal role, meaning-making,
and relationships amidst all that’s unfolding around
us, with us, and through us collectively. I hope to
schedule some time to discuss them in the fall, so
watch this space for further details.

Among the more commonplace (but still dramatic!)
changes being felt by some of our community this
month are those we mark every year at this time. As
the month of May unfolds, it will offer up its usual
opportunities to celebrate and/or honor significant
people in our lives, and as usual, Sundays in May
will be full of celebratory moments! Mother’s Day is
on May 10th. Children’s Sunday (during which The
Flock will lead us in worship) will be celebrated on
May 17th, followed by a pot-luck luncheon that will
hopefully be able to spill out onto the Squires Patio!
May 24th is Pentecost, and we will welcome our own
John Pfeifer as guest lay preacher that Sunday. And,
on May 31st, we’ll have a moment of celebration and
prayer of blessing for all of our graduates—so, if
you’d like your graduate’s information to be shared,
please email that information (school, degree, future
plans) to admin@hollischurch.org by May 24th so
that it can be included in the bulletin!
Congratulations and blessings to all those who will be
celebrating!

Friends, as new life continues to burgeon across our
landscape, receive it as ongoing testimony to the
fact that God’s work never lets up; what looks like a
mess in one moment will, in time, bear evidence of
God’s stunning ability to keep producing beautiful
life even out of ash heaps. Easter carries on!

Yours with faith, hope, and love,

Tanya

From the Stewardship Board
The Stewardship Board extends our sincere gratitude
to all who have made financial pledges for 2026.
Your commitment is a meaningful expression of
faith and dedication to the life and mission of our
church community.

We are excited to share that 83 households have
pledged to give a total of $283,332 in 2026. To date,
$99,428.50 has already been received. This strong
beginning reflects both generosity and faithful
follow-through.

As the year continues, we ask those who have
pledged to remain mindful of their commitment and,
as they are able, to continue fulfilling their promise.
These contributions are essential to sustaining the
budget that has been thoughtfully approved for
2026, supporting our ministries, outreach, and
ongoing operations.

For those who did not make a formal pledge, we
invite you to consider your personal giving
throughout the year. Every contribution, regardless
of size, helps strengthen our shared ministry and
enables the church to serve both our congregation
and the wider community.

Thank you again for your generosity, faithfulness,
and support.



There are many ways to participate in this special event!

Donate merchandise or baked goods. Donations will be sold at the church’s yard sale
and bake sale tables. Merchandise should be dropped off in the Hayden Room now
thru Friday, May 8  by noon, on Sundays before/after worship, during church
office hours, or items can be left in the M&A collection bin outside the church’s
front doors. If a different drop-off day or time is needed, please contact Carol.
Baked goods should be dropped off on Friday, 5/8, 10:30 am - 2:30 pm, or early
Saturday morning, 5/9, 7:30 - 9 am.

th

Sell your own spring-cleaning items and/or arts and crafts. Sell your own items—a
great way to “spring clean” and earn some extra money—or showcase your arts and
crafts (excluding baked goods) by renting a space ($25 each). Tables are also
available for rent if  needed ($10 each).

Find great bargains from church and community tables, enjoy delicious baked goods
from the bake sale, and take part in a wonderful time of fellowship and connection!

Sign-up on the bulletin boards, visit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4FADA82EA4FE3-63566847-community 
or scan the QR code above. 

Questions or willingness to help? Please contact Carol at YardSale@hollischurch.org 
or 603-860-2178.

The Community Yard Sale & Church
Bake Sale is Back for the 6  year!th

Reserve A table by
May 7!

https://hollischurch.org/
community-yard-sale-

and-bake-sale/

Volunteers needed Wednesday
through Friday (5/6 - 5/8) to sort
and price donated goods and on
Saturday, 5/9 to set up, work at
the sale, park/traffic control, clean
up, and haul away afterward.
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Event will be moved inside of  church building in the event of  rain.
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News From the Flock
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FAITH FORMATION 

F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N

It is hard to believe the church school year is
coming to a close. This has been a fun-filled year
with lessons, activities, art projects, songs, pizza
nights, and new service projects! Each week, your
children amaze me with their excitement to learn
God's stories! Their curiosity and wonder are a
constant reminder that it's ok to pause, be curious
and ask questions. I love spending time with the
children on Sunday mornings and hope everyone
has a fantastic summer! 

Be sure to check next month’s summer Chimes
edition for some fun summer programs.

A special thank you to all the volunteers who have
shared their time with the children in the Flock or
the nursery. You’ve helped make these programs
run smoothly—and be a lot of fun!

Thank you as well to the CE Ministry Team for all
you do behind the scenes. I appreciate each and
every one of you!

~Kim

VBC will be a fun-filled week of adventure, lessons,
crafts, STEM, games, snacks, & more!

July 13 - 16 from 9 am - 1 pm
Ages 4 years - Grade 6
Must be able to attend all 4 days
Registration closes June 14
$10 for church members/$20 for HB Community
Contact Kim at CE@hollischurch.org or stop at
the church office for a registration form.
Completed forms can be mailed to the church,
dropped off, or brought to a Flock class.

Looking for something fun to do
over the summer? Volunteer at
VBC!
Adults and those entering grade 7/up are welcome
to volunteer. Sign up for as many days/hours as
their schedule allows and consider these roles:

Group leader
Station leader - crafts, games, STEM/service
project, or maybe you have a talent you'd like to
share! 
Bake snacks
Set up on Sunday, July 12
Clean up on Thursday, July at 1pm
Floater - misc. tasks and fill in where needed

VBC Registration is OPEN!

Children's Day & Brunch
Sunday, May 17
Join us on Sunday, May 17 for Children's Day. This is
a special service lead by the children celebrating all
of their hard work throughout the year. After our
Children’s Day, all congregants are invited to join us
in Hardy Hall and on the Squires Patio for a
Children’s Day Brunch. If  you are able, please bring

something to share - anything
from a homemade dish to donuts
from Dunkin’! Outdoor
games/activities are also
welcome!! We hope to see you at
this exciting end-of-year
celebration! 
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FROM THE OFFICE

With Gratitude!
Thank you to Brenda
Gibson, Joyce Toli,
Nancy Bell, Freddi
Olson, Debbe Shipman,
Susan Burton for
preparing your April
Chimes mailing.

Dear Hollis Congregational Church Family - 
I would like to express my deep appreciation and
gratitude for all the help that has been given to me
and my husband during our difficult time. This has
been a long and difficult road to travel and I
couldn't have survived without all your prayers and
concerns for the past months.

I'd especially like to express appreciation to Pastor
Tanya, The Caring Cooks who made us delicious
meals and extended friendship, and to all who
extended and still do, with visits and calls. It has
truly been a blessing.

I still have a long way to go but with God's help and
knowing I have your prayers and support, it will be
made easier.

Thank you again and may God Bless you all.
Jane Nichols

Our Church Records
Deaths
   April 4, 2026
Roland Modglin Noyes

Memorial Gifts
In loving memory of Roland Noyes by:
   Ann Siglin
   Eileen and Paul Widner

A Heartfelt Thank You
As we look ahead to Mother’s Day, take a
moment to reflect on the strength, courage, and
faith of women in the Bible!

Puzzle Corner



Congregational Church of Hollis

F I N D I N G  H O M E  
PHOTO EXHIBITION
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BOARDS AND MINISTRIES

End-of-Year Brunch
Sunday, May 17
Join us on Sunday, May 17 as we celebrate the close
of a wonderful program year. During worship, we’ll
highlight the growth, creativity, and contributions
of our children and youth. After the service,
everyone is invited to gather in Hardy Hall and on
the Squires Patio for a festive brunch. If  you’re able,
please bring something to share. 

We hope you’ll join us for this joyful time of
celebration and community!

Council to Host
March Fellowship

Special “thanks” to our Council for hosting
Fellowship Hour during the month of May. Food
and beverages may be dropped off in Hardy Hall
prior to the service. If you have any questions, please
email council@hollischurch.org. 

Featuring award-winning photographer

Becky Field 

Visit Hardy Hall to experience Finding Home: Portraits
and Memories of Immigrants, an inspiring exhibition by
Becky Field. The exhibit is open on Saturday, May 2 from
4:00–6:00 pm, and on Saturdays, May 9, 16, and 23
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Donations are welcome and
will support refugees and asylum seekers in New
Hampshire.

May 2 from 4 - 6pm
May 9, 16, and 23 from 10 - 2pm



MISSION & ACTION

Quarterly Collection Items for 
May, June & July:
Backpacks for Back-to-School

Our church community is
collecting school supplies for
the Backpacks for Back-to-
School program of the Nashua
Soup Kitchen and Shelter. This
program provides new
backpacks filled with much
needed school supplies to
children of vulnerable and low-
income families. 

The Mission and Action Committee has agreed to
support the following organizations with a monetary
donation: 

Bridges
Marguerite's Place
Nashua Soup Kitchen
Nashua Children's Home
Summer Camp Scholarship program at Beaver
Brook

If there is an organization whose mission you would
like the Mission and Action Committee to consider
supporting, please email us at
missionandaction@hollischurch.org.

Mission and Action Donations

UCC Special Collection 
May 31

The Strengthen the Church Offering furthers the
work of our conferences and the national UCC as we
work together to strengthen and renew existing
congregations, fund leadership development, and
provide exciting new programs for youth and young
adults. The offering is divided with 50% staying
regionally within your conference and 50%
supporting the National Ministries. For more
information about this special collection, see
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-
wider-mission/strengthen-the-church/.

M I S S I O N  &  A C T I O N

For more information about this program, see
https://nsks.org/backpacks-for-back-to-school/.
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Hollis Strawberry Festival

Volunteer as a Friend of the Strawberry Festival!

Help keep this beloved annual (since 1946!) tradition thriving by lending a hand. No matter what
your strengths may be, we have a need you can fill — from festival advertising to hulling berries
to serving desserts and many others! Here are some ways you can help:

Gather festival sponsorship from local businesses and supporters (to be included in
advertising)
Publicity assistance (social media, writing articles, posting flyers) - now through June
Friday, June 26, 9 AM – 12 PM: Hulling Party at CCH
Saturday, June 27, 9 AM – 12 PM: Shortcake Baking team at CCH
Sunday, June 28, 2 – 4 PM: Strawberry Festival on the Town Common (and CCH)
Volunteers needed 11 AM – 5 PM for setup, event support, and cleanup day of event
There are many opportunities to help throughout the day!

Whether you can give a little time or a lot, your help makes this event possible. Join us and be
part of something special!

Email StrawberryFestival@hollischurch.org or call the Church Office (Eileen), Carol Birch or
Kimber Harmon to volunteer!

Sunday, June 28
2 - 4 pm on Squires Patio and the Town Common
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The Congregational Church of Hollis
(United Church of Christ)
3 Monument Square
Hollis NH 03049

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturday, May 9 | 9:00 am – Noon
Church & Library Parking Lot
 *All proceeds benefit the church

Get involved:
Volunteer (before, during, or
after)
Rent a space to sell crafts or
spring clean-out items
Donate baked goods or yard
sale items
Come shop and support!

Event will be moved inside of  church building in
the event of  rain.
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	Reserve A table by May 7! https://hollischurch.org/community-yard-sale-and-bake-sale/

	The Community Yard Sale & Church Bake Sale is Back for the 6th year!
	Questions or willingness to help? Please contact Carol at YardSale@hollischurch.org  or 603-860-2178.
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	News From the Flock
	It is hard to believe the church school year is coming to a close. This has been a fun-filled year with lessons, activities, art projects, songs, pizza nights, and new service projects! Each week, your children amaze me with their excitement to learn God's stories! Their curiosity and wonder are a constant reminder that it's ok to pause, be curious and ask questions. I love spending time with the children on Sunday mornings and hope everyone has a fantastic summer!
	Be sure to check next month’s summer Chimes edition for some fun summer programs.
	A special thank you to all the volunteers who have shared their time with the children in the Flock or the nursery. You’ve helped make these programs run smoothly—and be a lot of fun!
	Thank you as well to the CE Ministry Team for all you do behind the scenes. I appreciate each and every one of you!
	~Kim

	Children's Day & Brunch Sunday, May 17
	Join us on Sunday, May 17 for Children's Day. This is a special service lead by the children celebrating all of their hard work throughout the year. After our Children’s Day, all congregants are invited to join us in Hardy Hall and on the Squires Patio for a Children’s Day Brunch. If you are able, please bring
	something to share - anything from a homemade dish to donuts from Dunkin’! Outdoor games/activities are also welcome!! We hope to see you at this exciting end-of-year celebration!

	VBC Registration is OPEN!
	VBC will be a fun-filled week of adventure, lessons, crafts, STEM, games, snacks, & more!
	July 13 - 16 from 9 am - 1 pm
	Ages 4 years - Grade 6
	Must be able to attend all 4 days
	Registration closes June 14
	$10 for church members/$20 for HB Community
	Contact Kim at CE@hollischurch.org or stop at the church office for a registration form. Completed forms can be mailed to the church, dropped off, or brought to a Flock class.

	Looking for something fun to do over the summer? Volunteer at VBC!
	Adults and those entering grade 7/up are welcome to volunteer. Sign up for as many days/hours as their schedule allows and consider these roles:
	Group leader
	Station leader - crafts, games, STEM/service project, or maybe you have a talent you'd like to share!
	Bake snacks
	Set up on Sunday, July 12
	Clean up on Thursday, July at 1pm
	Floater - misc. tasks and fill in where needed
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	As we look ahead to Mother’s Day, take a moment to reflect on the strength, courage, and faith of women in the Bible!
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	I still have a long way to go but with God's help and knowing I have your prayers and support, it will be made easier.
	Thank you again and may God Bless you all. Jane Nichols
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	End-of-Year Brunch Sunday, May 17
	Council to Host March Fellowship
	Join us on Sunday, May 17 as we celebrate the close of a wonderful program year. During worship, we’ll highlight the growth, creativity, and contributions of our children and youth. After the service, everyone is invited to gather in Hardy Hall and on the Squires Patio for a festive brunch. If you’re able, please bring something to share.
	We hope you’ll join us for this joyful time of celebration and community!
	Special “thanks” to our Council for hosting Fellowship Hour during the month of May. Food and beverages may be dropped off in Hardy Hall prior to the service. If you have any questions, please email council@hollischurch.org.
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	Featuring award-winning photographer Becky Field
	May 2 from 4 - 6pm May 9, 16, and 23 from 10 - 2pm
	Visit Hardy Hall to experience Finding Home: Portraits and Memories of Immigrants, an inspiring exhibition by Becky Field. The exhibit is open on Saturday, May 2 from 4:00–6:00 pm, and on Saturdays, May 9, 16, and 23 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Donations are welcome and will support refugees and asylum seekers in New Hampshire.


	MISSION & ACTION
	Quarterly Collection Items for  May, June & July: Backpacks for Back-to-School
	Our church community is collecting school supplies for the Backpacks for Back-to-School program of the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter. This program provides new backpacks filled with much needed school supplies to children of vulnerable and low-income families.
	For more information about this program, see https://nsks.org/backpacks-for-back-to-school/.

	Mission and Action Donations
	The Mission and Action Committee has agreed to support the following organizations with a monetary donation:
	Bridges
	Marguerite's Place
	Nashua Soup Kitchen
	Nashua Children's Home
	Summer Camp Scholarship program at Beaver Brook
	If there is an organization whose mission you would like the Mission and Action Committee to consider supporting, please email us at missionandaction@hollischurch.org.

	UCC Special Collection  May 31
	The Strengthen the Church Offering furthers the work of our conferences and the national UCC as we work together to strengthen and renew existing congregations, fund leadership development, and provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults. The offering is divided with 50% staying regionally within your conference and 50% supporting the National Ministries. For more information about this special collection, see https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/strengthen-the-church/.
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	Event will be moved inside of church building in the event of rain.
	Saturday, May 9 | 9:00 am – Noon Church & Library Parking Lot  *All proceeds benefit the church
	Get involved:
	Volunteer (before, during, or after)
	Rent a space to sell crafts or spring clean-out items
	Donate baked goods or yard sale items
	Come shop and support!


